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colonies of the nineteenth century, was speeded by the per-
sistent pressure of a public that distrusted centralization
and sought in the spirit of contemporary British liberalism
wide municipal rule with adequate fiscal powers. The direct
imitation of institutions in England was evident, and at the
outset the divergence of social circumstances in New Zealand
from those in Great Britain was often insufficiently recog-
nized. An extensive network of municipal units was more
feasible than in most areas of Australia and South Africa,
owing to closer land settlement, the product in turn of
adequate rain. In this matter New Zealand resembles more
clearly eastern Canada, especially Ontario. The abundant
life of local institutions has been proportioned to the extent
of the rainfall and the opportunities for close settlement.
Counties, boroughs, and town districts constituted the
chief types of local rule. Most of the counties, concerned
primarily with the pedestrian task of maintaining roads,
took form with the abolition of the provinces, but have since
been re-divided until today there are 125, ranging greatly in
size, population, and taxable capacity. Some have only a
few hundred scattered families, others have many thousands,
and one in 1937 had 27,000 people. Boroughs assumed form
at the same time as the counties, although their legal character
today in respect to population and area is governed by the
Municipal Corporations Act of 1933. Since they deal with
the needs of a more concentrated population, their functions
are -wider than those of the counties, and in structure they
are modelled mainly upon English patterns, except that
mayors are elected directly by the rate-payers rather than
by the council. The councillors in British fashion hold
office for a three-year period. A town district is intermediate
between county and borough, with fewer people than the
latter and hence with more restricted jurisdiction.
Additional to these institutions is a singularly thick
growth of ad hoc administrative bodies, with powers that
often cut across the jurisdictions of other municipal units.
Such are the boards constituted at different times to deal with
roads, land-drainage, rabbit control, electric power, hospitals,
charitable aid, and education. Some of these originated